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Lexico-Semantic Groups of Words Characterizing a Person in English

Abstract

The article provides a comparative analysis of lexical and semantic groups of words characterizing a
person in the Azerbaijani and English languages. It is noted that a comparative study of such a layer of
these languages, which includes vocabulary characterizing a person's temper, helps to identify common
and individual features, describe the national image, mentality, ethical and moral norms in the culture of
the Azerbaijani and English peoples. These groups of words characterizing a person by a variety of
features constitute a fairly large volume in the languages under study and represent a set of a number of
semantic associations that are grouped by the similarity of certain semantic features. They are divided
into smaller groups and subgroups by the components of semantic features within themselves. Each of
these subgroups can be considered as a member of another, larger group. Lexical and semantic groups
of words defining various properties, attributes, character traits, appearance, as well as moral and ethical
qualities of a person are represented quite widely in the languages under study. The listed lexical-
semantic groups and subgroups turned out to be closely interconnected and interdependent.
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Ingilis dilinds soxsi xarakteriza edon leksiko-semantik s6z qruplar

Xulasa
Mogaloda Azorbaycan va ingilis dillarinds insan1 xarakterizo edan sozlorin leksik vo semantic
qruplarinin miiqayisali tohlili verilmisdir. Qeyd olunur ki, bu dillorin soxsiyyatin xarakterini saciy-
yalondiron liigat torkibini 6zlinds birlosdiron belo tebagasinin migayisali todqiqi Azarbaycan vo
ingilis xalglarinin madaniyyatindo Umumi vo fordi xisusiyyatlorin askarlanmasina, milli obrazin,
mentalitetin, etik-oxlaqi normalarin tosvirine kdmok edir. insan1 miixtalif olamatlorlo xarakterizo
edon bu soz qruplar todqiq olunan dillords kifayat godor boyik hacm toskil edir vo mioyyan
semantik xususiyyatlorin oxsarligina gora qruplasdirilan bir sira Semantik assosiasiyalarin macmu-
sunu tomsil edir. Onlar 6z daxilindoki semantik xususiyyatlorin komponentlorino gdéro daha kigik
gruplara vs alt qruplara boltnurlar. Bu alt gruplarin har birini basqa, daha bdyiik qrupun {izvii hesab
etmok olar. Tadqiq olunan dillards insanin miixtalif xassalorini, atributlarini, xarakter slamatlorini,
xarici gortiniisiinii, habelo oxlagi keyfiyyatlorini mioyyan edan sozlorin leksik vo semantik qruplari
kifayst godor genis sokildo tomsil olunur. Sadalanan leksik-semantik gruplar vo alt gruplar bir-biri
ilo s1x alagali va bir-birindan asili oldugu ortaya ¢ixir.
Acar sozlar: dillar, leksik-semantik qruplar, insant xarakterizo edan sozlor, miqayisali tohlil,
semantik assosiasiyalar

Introduction

Lexical-semantic groups of words characterizing a person in the Azerbaijani and English
languages are poorly studied. Typological study of such a layer of these languages, which includes
vocabulary characterizing a person's character, helps to identify common and individual features,
describe the national image, mentality, ethical and moral norms in the culture of the Azerbaijani and
English peoples. This kind of research shows the importance of taking into account the fact of
categorical affiliation of words in the lexical-semantic system of any language. Comparative
analysis reveals differences in the semantic structure of these units, determines their place and
features of functioning in the lexical-semantic system of the two languages. The study confirms that
these words characterizing the psychophysical state of a person belong to one lexical-semantic
group (Albakova, 2009, p. 4).

Research

The aim of the study is a typological analysis of lexical-semantic groups that characterize a
person in the Azerbaijani and English languages.

Objectives of the article (Evloeva, Bekova, 2021):

- identify and describe lexical-semantic groups that characterize a person's character and
appearance in both languages;

- determine their role and functioning in these languages;

- conduct a lexical-semantic analysis of all groups and subgroups that describe a person's
character in the specified languages;

- establish the interpenetration and interdependence of these groups.

The theoretical value is that for the first time in a synchronous plan, a description of lexical-
semantic groups of words characterizing a person in Azerbaijani and English is carried out. A
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typological analysis of the specified words, selected from various dictionaries, is carried out in
detail, the material is distributed into groups and subgroups (Kunin, 2001).

Lexical-semantic groups of words that characterize a person by a variety of features constitute a
fairly large volume in the languages under study.

Lexical-semantic groups of words that characterize a person are represented quite widely in all
languages and are used in various forms of implementing the national language (Albakova, 2009, p.
4).

These groups of words represent a set of a number of semantic associations that are grouped by
the similarity of certain semantic features.

The analyzed lexical-semantic groups that characterize a person are divided into smaller groups
and subgroups according to the components of semantic features within themselves. Each of these
subgroups can be considered as a member of another, larger group (Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary on Historical Principles, 2002).

All words that emphasize a person's character, we first divided into two large groups (Zyazikov,
2013):

I. Lexical-semantic groups that determine a person's character.

I1. Lexical-semantic groups that determine a person's appearance.

In turn, we divided the lexical-semantic groups that determine a person's character into even
smaller lexical-semantic groups and subgroups:

A. Words that emphasize certain properties, character traits of a person in connection with his
attitude to the surrounding reality (Dahkil'gov, 2013):

1) the qualities of a person that determine his attitude towards someone or something:

responsive-hassas, hospitable-qonagparvar,  kind-mehriban, loving-sevan, stingy-xasis,
generous-saxavatli, gentle-mulayim.

In addition, these words help to distinguish a person from others in a positive or negative way,
and provide a general description of a person’s character (Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English, 2000);

2) human qualities that characterize his attitude to work and public affairs:

hard worker-gox isloyan, hardworking-calisqan, lazy-tonbal, mandatory-garssiz, neat-saligoli,
disciplined-intizamli, responsible-mosuliyyatli, slow-yavas, unhurried-arxayin, sluggish-long,
apathetic-istahls;

3) properties that characterize a person’s attitude to the surrounding nature, animals, and things:

arrogant-tokabbdrl, selfish-eqoist, proud-magrur, boastful-lovga;

B. Words that characterize the intellectual properties and state of the individual:

1) intellectual properties:

smart-zokali, intelligen-agilli, knowledgeable-bilikli, competent-bacariqli, thoughtless-
diistincasiz, incapable-bacarigsiz.

These words reflect a person’s mental abilities, the ability to develop and have progressive
views on life (Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, 2000);

2) words that reflect a person’s worldview:

educator-maarifparvar, religious-dindar, superstitious-mévhumatgi, progressive-qabaqcil.

C. Words that characterize innate abilities and various inclinations:

1) the presence/absence of any interest or desire for something (Matiev, Evloeva, 2022):

skillful-bacariqli, awkward-ofal, jealous-qisqanc, trusting-etbarli, punctual-dagiq, whiny-
zingiltili, tearful-goziiyasl (Gorchhanova, 2016).

Such words reflect a person's inner state, his attitude towards others and his abilities;

2) possession/absence of talent, gift:

gifted-gabiliyatli, talented-istedadli, talentless-istedadsiz, brilliant-dahi, great-ulu, azomatli.

D. Words that characterize a person by his language or speech: eloquent-natiqg, talkative-
sohbatcil (Gorchhanova, 2016).

E.Words that characterize a person by moral and ethical qualities:

Drunkard-sorxos, swindler-firildaqg1, slanderer-bohtangi, fool-axmag, ungrateful-nankor.
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Lexical-semantic groups that define a person's appearance in Azerbaijani and English are also
divided into groups and subgroups:

A. Words that indicate facial features such as color, skin features, beauty:

Lush-sulu, blooming-ci¢coklonms, swarthy-garabaniz, pale-solgun, pockmarked-copur, red-
haired-qurmiz1 sagli, rough-kobud, beautiful-gozal, slender-gamatli, ugly-cirkin, pretty-géycok,
attractive-cazibodar, cute-agilli, severe-ciddi.

B. Words that emphasize the features of a person's physique (Sagov, 2021):

1) aperson's height:

tall / high-htindir, long-uzun, lanky-yekapar, stocky-ciissali, short-qisa, small-balaca;

2) features of the figure:

fat-kok, obese-sisman, large-iri, thin-ariq, skinny-ciliz, statuesque-ozomatli;

3) features of body parts:

Broad-chested-iri cussali, muscular-golugtvvatli, strong-gucli, powerful-qudratli, broad-
shouldered-enli kirak, stocky-clissali (Gorchhanova, 2016);

The analyzed lexical-semantic groups of words defining various properties, attributes, character
traits, appearance, as well as moral and ethical qualities of a person are presented quite widely in
the languages under study. The listed lexical-semantic groups and subgroups turned out to be
closely interconnected and interdependent. Individual subgroups are mutually permeable. In
addition, our observations of these words showed that quite often certain internal qualities of a
person are conveyed through his appearance and vice versa. Here we can observe deep connections
between these words (MacMillan English Dictionary, 2002).

The main units of describing a person in both languages are adjectives and adjectival nouns
expressing the meaning of a person's appearance. The most widespread are qualitative adjectives:
full, thin, skinny, emaciated, fat, plump, tall, short, experienced, wise, etc (Sagov, 2021).

As the analysis showed, the fullness of all the studied groups and subgroups of words that
characterize a person in Azerbaijani and English turned out to be approximately the same. And the
analysis of the fullness of subgroups in both languages revealed that the most widespread words are
those that characterize the external features of a person (Martazanova, 2015).

Conclusion

Thus, the conducted research led to the following conclusions.

Lexical-semantic groups of words characterizing a person by a variety of features constitute a
fairly large volume in both languages under study. They represent a set of a number of semantic
associations that are grouped by the similarity of certain semantic features. They are divided into
smaller groups and subgroups by the components of semantic features within themselves. Each of
these subgroups can be considered as a member of another, larger group. The studied groups of
words defining various properties, features, character traits, appearance, as well as moral and ethical
qualities of a person are represented quite widely in the languages under study. The analysis showed
the presence of universals in these languages. They contribute to the expansion of the lexicographic
database of languages and in the future can serve as a tool in studying issues of lexical semantics.
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